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F.no. 1-TR_5G_Startup_Kit/2022-SRI-Part(4)
Government of India
Ministry of Communications
Department of Telecommunications
(Standards —R&D-Innovation Division)

1420 Sanchar Bhavan, Ashoka Road,
New Delhi-110001
_ Dated: March 2026
Office Memorandum

Subject: 5G Innovation Hackathon 2026 — reg.

The undersigned is directed to state that the SRI Division of the Department'

of Telecommunications (DoT) is launching the 5G innovation Hackathon 2026. This
initiative is a six-month intensive program aimed at engaging students, startups,
and professionals in developing innovative prototypes that Ieverage 5G technology
to address societal and industrial needs.

2.

d.

€.

The details of the program are as follows:

. Focus Areas:

. G/ 5G Advanced-based use cases. |

Application of Al and ML for telecom technology development and network
O&M.

loT-enabled applications in healthcare, agrlcuiture education, and flnance
5G / 5G Advanced-based appllcahons for disaster management, RedCap,
and FWA.

Non-Terrestrial Networks (NTN) and their integration with 5G systems.
Innovative 5G use cases (Network Slicing, QoS, and other native 5G
features). '

Telecom security soluttons relevant to next-generation communication
systems.

. Methodology: The program will follow a multi-stage approach:

Stage 1: Proposal Submission (Institutions may recommend 1-5 proposals)
Stage 2: Regional Shortlisting by committees comprising Dol LSA officers
and academia .

Stage 3: Presentation before a national level commitiee wherein 25-50
proposals will be selected for prototype development phase

Stage 4 (Pragati Phase): Prototype development (12 weeks) with X1,00,000
award based seed funding and mentorship for the top 50 teams

Stage 5: Final Evaluation and Showcase at national platforms like IMC 2026

lIl. Important Dates:

a.
b.

Call for Proposals: March 20, 2026
Submission Deadline: April 17, 2026




Institute Level Evaluation Completion : April 21, 2026

Finalization of regional level winners: May 8 2026 v

e. Commencement of Presentation to Technical Evaluation Committee (Natlonal
Level} : May 26 - June 19, 2026 ,

f. Announcement of Shortlisted Teams: June 20, 2026

g. Pragati Phase Mentor Assignment & Prototype development: June 22 -Sept

13, 2026 [ 12 weeks for prototype development phase]

Qo

h. Evaluation and Showcase before Technical Expert Evaluation Gommittee
(TEEC). Sep 14, 2026 onwards -[Physical Demonstratlon]
i. Announcement of winners : Oct 1, 2026

3. In view of the above, DGT is requested to circulate this lnformatlon among
relevant stakeholders and through official channels to encourage proposal
submissions, promote wider participation among institutions, and facilitate timely
institute-level and regional level evaluations. The winners of the hackathon will be
eligible for awards worth %15 lakh and potential funding support under the TTDF
scheme.

4. This issues with the approvel of the Gompetent Authority.

Digitally signed by-
Shubham
Date: 20-03-20206
10:05:14 )
{Shubham)
Assistant Director General
. Tele:011-23310197
Email: adg.sri-dot@gov.in

To,
Director General (Telecom)



