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Meeting of State Steering Committee on Accessible Elections (SSCAE) on 13" August 2019

Support expected from following departments:

1) School/Higher Education Department:

*

Voter Literacy: PwD students in schools shall be educated about their right with respect
to the electoral process.

PwD student should be motivated through NGO/Brand Ambassabor/Apang Mitra to
participate in electora) process such as electoral registration, voting etc.

Itis also requested to add chapter on electoral pracess and right to vote in the syllabus
of students

Students including PwD shall be made aware about Assured Minimum Facilities (AMF) at

the polling station $0 nobody shall be deprived of basic voting rights due to non-
availability of ramp or wheel chairs etc.

2) Public Health Department:

Making availability of PwDs data to the CEO office
Making availability of chairs for PwD voters
Arrangement of medical assistance/kit at polling stations

3) Social Justice and Special Assistance Department:

L

Management and availabllity of PwD data with the help of Commissioner, PwD

Manpower of the schools, hostels, colleges of PwDs shall be made available to the
election machinery

Volunteers to be made available as Apang Mitra at polling stations

4) Public Works Department:

Ensure support for Assured Minimum Facilities (AMF) at Polling stations as per ECI
guidelines

Ensure proper ramp for PwDs as per standard gradient 1:10
Arrangement of PwD friendly furniture

Accessibility to the polling stations such as approach roads and ramps

5) NCC, NSS, NYKS and Bharat Scouts and Guides:

Provide volunteers as Apang Mitra at polling stations during the polling day
Apang Mitra and volunteers shall help the PwD voters to reach to the polling stations

6) Engagement of NGOs/CSOs:

NGOs/CSOs shall support in public awareness

Support in publicity campaign

Reach out to PwD organizations

Adopt the polling stations where PwD voters will participate in voting process
Motivate PwD electors for registration and voters to participate in voting process
Facilitate PwD vaters to participate in electoral process
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Moharahirg

Dear Election Personnel,

Your efforis 10 maintain (he
second fo none,
re

democratic tradition of our nation is
You are all sef lo make a difference. Allow us o
mind youto be more sensilive lowards voters with disABILITIES.

Here are some suggestions!

How well do you understand disabhility?

Disability is actually experienced when one's impairment in _b.ody,
with the barriers in the environment, 'systerps or people's attitude
participation in society on an equal basis with others.

senses or brain, in interaction
hinders one's full and effective

—

There are various types and
it is always better to assume compete)mce de_gre.eesl of disabilities gxc:uding
i s with disabilities (PwDs physical, sensory and neuro-
L person“ developmental disabilities.
3 There are also tempor. ary as well
There are more things that as elderly disabiliies. Disability
persons with disabilities can happen to anybody, at

CAN DO than what s/he CANNOT J anytime, atany place,

\.

People with disabilities are from all religions, ethnic backgrounds and socio-e

conomic
stratas. They are around us in more numbers than we can imagine.
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Interacting,

add’eSSing voters Etiqriette is the right word to use to describe the thoughttul, Efm-‘hd‘:"ﬁlff
with disabilities behavior thal we expect to receive from others and give in return. Here s
what you can keep in minci!

For all PwDs and people with specific needs:

= Bepatientand try to understand their questions

+ Requestthemtorepeal or write to make things clear

Basic Etiquette

THINK how you can avoid
making PwDs wait in long
qQueues. Priority entry,

Separate queue, reCIuesting * Nevercase orlaugh al the person

others to be sensitive are a + Do not assume disability by appearance, disability may be invisible
few ways YOU can adopt - -

without diluting the sanctity - Beready to provide end to endffaccessnbrillly o e
of the electoral system + A short person may need adjustment in height or positioning

ballat unit
- Allow extra time for a person with low vision, psycho-social disability
orother high support needs to complete the tasks at polling booth

9 4 person.with « Forthe first-time voters clearly explain in advance aboul the red light

disability directly rather than against candidate butlons as they may not be able to hear the long
his/her companion beep which indicates end of voting

N . + Gellhe voters atlention by speaking and touching the voters arm and ask

! CHOOSE Words ifs/he needs o be guided

approprialely. Words are + Give all directions/instructions verbally, including direction to the ballot
powerlul so be careful when area
addressing / speakin g - Getacquainted with the Braille strip on the ballot unit and provide precise
lo/about persons with instructions 1o the voter about the ballot unit, braille section and braille
disabiiity. : candidate shect/braille ballot sheet

+ Youmay needto guide theirfingers to the appropriate place for signing

) terms <
IO s o) {fg?ﬁ When supporting a voter with hearing impairment:

likehandicapped, dumb,

% WY ’ » Get the persons allenlion bofore speaking, face him/her and maintain
victim, patient

eye contact

+ Speak slowly, use body language, gestures and facial exprossions 1o
communicate. Try writing to communicate further

@ P @ Forawheelchair user ensure:
| ol ;
l': : ! i{ f -‘._rg"i » Thats/he canaccess the polling booth, mave and twmninit easily
ek

* Thal the Ballot unit is easily accessible keeping in mind the height of the
wheelchair

Dear Friends, : " o o
PwDs have equal right to vole, Il is YOU who can make this possible.
Adopt the best practices mentioned above, and adapt 1o the situation

in hand.
Let us not leave any voter behind

Habarashtio
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Don‘t let your MSABHM‘EV":keep you away
from casting your vote this 2019,
Give democracy a fair chancel

":'Gnre India an opportumty to move towards mclusu;n'
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